
Epiphany 3 

Finishing Strong:  
Grasping Grace 

Guest Pastor Doug Bielefeldt 
 

Philippians 3:12–21 (ESV) 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forget-
ting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who 
are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us 
hold true to what we have attained. 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on 
those who walk according to the example you have in us. 
For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, 
and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly 
things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Thank the Lord…  
• for making us His own, for His upward call, for the revelation of His 

Word, for making us citizens of heaven and promising to transform our 
lowly bodies to be like His glorious body 

• for our guests and all who invited and brought them 

• for healing Meghan Akridge 

• for $491,492 given to our Therefore Go building fund 

• for the blessings and resources God has entrusted to our care and His 
promise to multiply them to build a bigger heaven and better lives. 

We Ask the Lord… 
• to inspire and empower us to forget what lies behind and strain 

forward to what lies ahead, to press on in Christ Jesus, following the 
example of the saints, glorying in good things, with our minds set on 
heavenly things, especially our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ 

• to bless missionary vicar Oscar Gamez and the people of Comunidad 
Cristian Alcance as they reach out to people in Forney, TX and beyond 

• to bless our attenders, community, state, nation and world 

• to bless all leaders with godly wisdom and guide them to lead accord-
ing to His will 

• to bless victims of violence, oppression and disaster 

• for sobriety for those with addictions 

• for guidance with job direction 

• to restore unengaged parents, heal broken families, reconcile estranged 
family members and resolve housing issues 

• for wisdom and new direction for those experiencing loss 

• for guidance for adult children 

• for a successful transport for Baby Zayn (Molina) 

• to grant a healthy pregnancy and delivery to Joy & Caleb James, Sarai 
Carpenter (Mitschke), Mason & Mary Wallrich (Wallrich) 

• to bless and protect our deployed troops and their families, especially 
Matthew Brooks, Kenneth Larson (Hatfield), Logan Neahring (Leal) 

• to grant comfort and peace in their last days to Pastor Tom Hadley 
(Mitschke), Bernard Sowinski (Valentine) and grant strength and rest 
to their families and caregivers 

• to comfort the family and friends of Bev Poston (Valentine) as they 
mourn her death 

• to bless Cecilia Friesenhahn & her family (Flowers) 

• to heal Pastor Ken, Tom & Denise Bruce, Neil & Jean Craigmile, 
Joyce Givens, Patty Stevens, Paul Krish (Akridge), Al Nordmeyer 
(Baack), Janice Tolin (Bruce), Frances Johnson (Christiansen), Omi, 
Bethany (Dunaway), Donna Ahrens, Jimmy & Rhonda Nordmeyer 
(Flowers), Daniel Muller (Grossart), Tracy Parks, Cheryl Fields, 
Ailene Prestage (Hatfield), Kristin Becker, Alex Murray, Benny & 
Lillian Mitschke, Pastors Rick Pfaff, Don Black, Dan Chambers, 
David Goeke (Mitschke), Baby Zayn (Molina), Clayton (Pawelek), 
Phil (Peterson), David Rubel (Rubel), Heather (Smith), Bud, Riley 
(Stemmermann), Rita (Wallrich), Jeanie Rosenburg & family, Tonja 
Brewer (Vallejo), Baby Brooklynn (Williams) 

• to heal those battling cancer: Lauren Bowman (Christiansen), Guy 
Morgan (Craigmile), Carolyn Dukich, Brenda, Gino, Joe Sansom 
(Dominguez), Kris Frett, Margaret Swartz (Edwards), Morrison 
family, James Maina (Hatfield), Bob Baker, Vincent Sorrentino Jr., 
Billy Morrison, Laurine Watson, Kathy Jennings (Mitschke), Phyllis 
Thompson, Maria Molina (Molina), Meredith Powell (Nightingale), 
Penny (Williams) 

• to help those we now name in our hearts and minds 

• to connect people to Jesus and His kingdom. 
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INFO  

 

Please complete this slip and place it in the oak box to 

the right of the door as you leave. 

We value relationships. This helps us get better  

acquainted and helps us better serve you. Thanks! 
 

I/We are: 

❑ 1st 
❑ 2nd 

❑ 3rd time Guests ❑ Regular attenders 
 

I/We heard about Word of Life 
 

 from: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

I/We would like to know more about: 

 ❑ believing in Jesus 

❑ being baptized into Jesus 

 ❑ following Jesus 

❑ helping at Word of Life 

❑ serving in the community 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Adult Name(s) Please Print 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth/Children (grade) 
 

 

Please complete unless our information is current: 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

City, ST Zip 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Her Email 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Her Phone      

 

________________________________________________________________________

His Email 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

His Phone 

 

________________________________________________________________________

Needs, Questions or Comments 
 

Over for Requests/Thanksgivings & RSVP 

Word of Life Family Prayer List 

Please take this home so you may review and apply this week’s LifeLesson 
and keep your Word of Life family in your prayers throughout the week. 

Please keep this list current by sharing updates on your Info slip. 

Word of Life 
Fellowship 

1-29-2023 



Notes: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Requests/Thanksgivings:  

❑ Confidential - for pastor only 

Please PRINT CLEARLY  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

These requests/thanksgivings may be removed: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

I want to invite the following people to Word of Life . 
Please pray for them and me. 

________________________________________________________________ 

What's Most Important to Us?  
Our Top Five Values 

Missional Motives are the values we’re not willing to sacrifice in accom-
plishing our mission. They define what matters to us, how we’re different. 
We’ll make decisions, invest resources, take risks, solve problems, deter-
mine priorities, set goals and act in line with these values: 
1. Selfless Love 
Strong relationships and acts of selfless service permeate everything we 
do, wherever we go. 
John 13:34-35 - [Jesus said,] “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” (ESV) 
Matthew 22:37-39 - Jesus answered him, “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 
and most important commandment. The second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.’ All of Moses’ Teachings and the Prophets 
depend on these two commandments.’” (GW)  
2. Courageous Adventure 
We are bold, trusting God to lead us as we try new ways and structures to 
accomplish God's mission. 
Joshua 1:9 - “I have commanded you, ‘Be strong and courageous! Don't 
tremble or be terrified, because the LORD your God is with you wherever 
you go.’” (GW) 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 - Even though I am free of the demands and expecta-
tions of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in 
order to reach a wide range of people: religious, nonreligious, meticulous 
moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—
whoever. I didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—but 
I entered their world and tried to experience things from their point of 
view. I’ve become just about every sort of servant there is in my attempts 
to lead those I meet into a God-saved life. I did all this because of the 
Message. I didn’t just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it! (Msg 
Paraphrase) 
3. Transforming Mission 
We’re all about going out to our community and world to share the love 
and message of Christ with people who are not pursuing Christ and His 
church. 
John 20:21 - Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 
me, I am sending you.” (NIV) 
Acts 1:8 - [Jesus said,] “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes to you. Then you will be my witnesses to testify about me in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” (GW) 
4. Powerful Prayer 
We pray because God listens to our prayers and graciously changes 
circumstances or changes us. 
Matthew 7:7-8 - [Jesus said,] “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
be opened.” (GW) 
John 15:7-8 - [Jesus said,] “If you live in me and what I say lives in you, 
then ask for anything you want, and it will be yours. You give glory to my 
Father when you produce a lot of fruit and therefore show that you are 
my disciples.” (GW) 
5. Developing People 
We help people become all God wants them to be, multiplying teachers 
and ministries. 
2 Timothy 2:2 - You've heard my message, and it's been confirmed by 
many witnesses. Entrust this message to faithful individuals who will be 
competent to teach others. (GW) 
Acts 6:2-4 - The twelve apostles called all the disciples together and told 
them, “It's not right for us to give up God's word in order to distribute 
food. So, brothers and sisters, choose seven men whom the people know 
are spiritually wise. We will put them in charge of this problem. However, 
we will devote ourselves to praying and to serving in ways that are 
related to the word.” (GW) 
Love Adventure Mission Prayer People, with Mission in the center of all.  

 

RSVP 
LifeGroups 

 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
Name   Preferred Contact 

LifeGroups provide important benefits not available 
in worship services. Help us plan opportunities for 
you and others to connect, grow, discover and share. 

❑ I’ll host a group in my home. 
❑ I’ll serve as an apprentice leader. 
❑ I’ll lead a group. 

I suggest the following topics or books of the Bible: 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

I’d like a group for: 
❑ Men 
❑ Women 

❑ Couples 
❑ Families 
❑ Mixed 


